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The Postal Service and Postage stamps of Malta. 





BY JULES BOUVEZ. 


The island of Malta, situated in the Mediterrenean sea, south of 
Sicily, forms, with the island of Gozo (which is thirteen kilometres long 
by eight wide) and the little islands which are inhabited by the Comino 
and Filfola, the archipelago of Malta which was annexed to Great 

sritain in 1814, after the signing of the treaty of Paris. 

This colony, with a population of about 180,000, has for its capital 
the city of Valetta, which may be considered to be one of the best forti- 
fied places of Europe. It is the general headquarters of the British 
Mediterranean fleet and is one of the most beautiful ports in the world. 
It has a great arsenal and a very important ship building dock. More 
than five thousand steamers, gauging nearly five million tons, and six 
thousand sailing vessels, gauging five-hundred thousand tons, enter this 
port each year and its activity has been greatly augmented since the 
opening of the Suez canal. 

Malta is ruled by a governor, who is at the same time the presi- 
dent or commander-in-chief, he is assisted by a council of eighteen mem- 
bers, six of whom are officially appointed and eight are elected. 

The postal service of Malta forms a section of the local government. 
Independently of the office at Valetta, which is the general head- 
quarters of the postal department, other offices exist in the district of 
Cottoneroi, as at Sheinoe, Notabile and Malletra; there are, besides, 
two oflices in the island of Gozo. These different offices receive their 
mail from the main office at Valetta to which they send that originating 
with them. ‘They also possess all the facilities of the office at Valetta, 
including the interior money order service, 

In those localities unprovided with post-offiees the police offices are 
charged with the sale of stamps and the forwarding of ordinary corres- 
dence, but they are not intrusted with registered mail. 

Until 1889 English stamps, unsureharged, were used in Malta for 
the prepayment of mail matter. These stamps may be easily recognized: 
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from 1857 to 1859 they were cancelled with a stamp bearing the letter 
‘¢M ”’ surrounded by horizontal lines in the form of an horizontal oval. 
From 1859 to 1885 this obliteration was replaced in the shape of a 


round seal bearing the letter ‘* A ’’ followed by the figures ‘25°? sur 
rounded by lines. We illustrate both these cancellation marks here 
with. 
TMA Li sy 
} SLSR, 
| Mote 


Lh 









In December, 1860 a postage stamp of the value of one-half penny 
was issued for the purpose of prepaying the domestic postage within 
the Island. This stamp, of the type illustrated above, was for a long 
time the only one in use because there was but one rate for all mail 
matter originating at and destined for all points within the islands of 
Malta and Gozo. The English stamps continued to be used for the pre- 
payment of all international mail matter. This situation is explained 
by the fact that the rate for letters was but one-half penny per one-half 
ounce or fraction of one-half ounce (the pound, containing sixteen 
ounces, is equivalent to 453.6 grammes). The rate upon printed matter 
was also one-half penny, but for two ounces or any fraction thereof and, 
finally the rate upon samples of merchandise was one-half penny per 
eight ounces, or fraction thereof, toa maximum limit of weight of four 
pounds. 

The first stamp used inthe island of Malta measures 223x184 mm., 


ad a *) 


it is rectangular, perforated 14-and printed upon a smooth, tinted paper 
without watermark. It bore, in an octagonal frame, the bust of Queen 
Victoria surrounded by a garland of laurel and the English national 
flowers, the rose, the shamrock and the thistle. The Queen’s head is 
erowned and faces to the left and the stamp is inscribed ‘*MALTA” in 
a small label at the top and ** ONE HALF PENNY ”’ below. 

Engraved by Thomas de la Rue & Co., of London, the stamp was 
at first printed in a yellow-brown color upon a smooth, thin paper of a 
slightiy azure tint and specimens are known upon paper of a decided] 
bluish tint ; the first variety is rarer than the second and is very much 
sought after. 

A short time after this first printing a smooth white paper was 
introduced and continued to be used until March, 1863. 

The stamps of the first printing, the number of which was com 
paratively small, are rarer than those of the second. The last philatelic 
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transactions reported give the following as the values of these varieties : 


1) $p bistre on bright bluish paper, perfect, lightly, 


cancelled copies, $15.40 
2) 4p bistre on clear azure paper, unused, 11.00 
3) 4p bistre on gray paper, used, 7.50 
t) Sp yellow-brown on white paper, unused, 5.25 


The stamp upon the bluish paper also exists imperforate but, in 
this condition, it should be considered a great rarity ; few catalogues 
mention it and none have priced it up to the present time. 

On the 19th of March, 1865 the same stamp appeared upon a thin 
paper watermarked with a crown and the letters ‘CC’. It was of 
the same color and perforation. This variety was in use but a few 
months as, in December of the same year, the thin paper first employed 
was replaced by a thicker paper with the same watermark. The one- 
half penny upon thin Crown and © © paper is, then, as may easily be 
seen, quite a scarce article and there are but few philatelists who make 
any distinction between it and that upon the thick paper which was in 
use until 1881. 

The half-penny issue of December, 1863 is also very interesting. 
With reference to the perforation three distinct varieties are present 
and they, in their turn, may be sub-divided by the different shades. 

The first variety, perforated 14, may be found in the following 
shades: clear yellow, deep yellow, orange-yellow and golden-yellow ; 
the last two are the rarest and, in unused condition are worth from four 
to five dollars; the other shades are considered by specialists to be 
worth from seventy-five cents to one dollar. 

The second variety, perforated 12), is rarer than the first and is 
only found in pale and deep chamois. Its price varies between two and 
six dollars according to the condition of the particular specimen, the 
pale shade is most sought for and is only found in about the proportion 
of one to every four of the deep shade. 

As to the third variety perforated 14x12}, and which appeared 
only in the late printings in the yellow-brown shade, it is not at all 
common; its price, unused, is from five to six dollars and, used, from 
tifty to seventy-five cents. 

In July, ISS1, the same stamp, one-half penny perforated 14, was 
printed upon a thick paper with the watermark crown and C A. It is 
the commonest stamp of the series because there is but a single variety 
and it was used until December, 1884 to prepay correspondence circulat- 
ing in the Colony. 

A new postal organization, justified by the entrance of Malta to the 
Universal Postal Union and by the establishment of the service of 
international postal packets and money orders, led, in 1889, to the 
emission of a series of postage stamps comprising six values which were 
found to be necessary to represent the rates upon international ship- 
ments following the suppression of the use of English stamps in the Is- 
land. 

While maintaining the domestic rate of one-half penny for letters, 
printed matter and samples of the respective weights of one, two and 
eight ounces, the new organization forsaw the formality of registration 
for all letters and pareels and fixed the rate at two pence for each letter 
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or parcel. These letters, whose prepayment is obligatory, must be firm- 
ly sealed. 

A tax of four pence, to be represented in postage stamps, was col- 
lected from the addressees of registered matter deposited in letter boxes 
and upon which the stamps did not fully pay the amount of the regular 
postage and the registration fee. There should be paid, also in postage 
stamps, the rate of two pence half-penny to insure the return to the 
sender of the addressee’s receipt for the same. 








As is seen, the three new rates, taken from the schedule of inter 
national rates, justified, beginning with January Ist, 1885, the issue of 
stamps of the values two, two and a half and four pence and, with a 
view to facilitate the representation of the rates from many places by 
stamps of the one-half penny, one penny and one shilling, to which they 
gave the following colors: 4p green, Ip carmine, 2p gray, 2)p blue, 
4p brown, and Ish violet. 

For these stamps, which we illustrate above, there was used, as in 
the preceding issues, a white, smooth paper watermarked Crown and 
CA. 

With the exception of the 2} pence, blue, which is found in bright 
blue, dull blue and ultramarine, all the values exist in but one shade. 
I will add, however, that certain English collectors have announced the 
existence of the four pence imperforate as well as the appearance, about 
August, 1887, of the one penny stamp cut in half and having been used 
as a half-penny rate. This value, which was noted as a provisional at 
the time, has, so far as we know, no official character. 


(To be continued, ) 
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Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties. 


By GEO. L. TOPPAN. 
Copyrighted. All rights reserved, 
[Continued from page 80.) 
JAPAN, 
The only differences worthy of note in the Japanese stamps are 


those occasioned by the adoption of the plate numbers, or syllabic 
characters, which were used during 1874 and 1875. 





Fig. 616. 


i872. 1s blue.—This is the stamp without the syllabic characters. 
As will be seen by the illustration (Fig. 615) the stems of the branches 
cross below about over the “* &£”’ of ** SEN’, 

Is74. 1s blue.—tHlere we find the same stamp with the syllabic 
characters. These are in a square frame placed over the intersection of 
the stem of the branches (Fig. 616). 

On the stamps of 4, 2, 4 and 30s. these eharacters are to be found 
in the same position as in the one sen while, on the 10s. and 20s. they 
are above the value at the bottom of tho stamp, and, on the 6s., just be- 
low the buckle of the garter. 





) 


Fig. 617. 





In the 12s., 15s. and 45s. of this series the syllabic characters are|to 
be found in the lower part of the circular band between the numeral of 
value and tha word ‘‘sSEN’’. 

















Siea-4 


In August, 1875, the syllabie characters were discontinued and the 
new one sen stamp made its appearance. As shown in figure 620, the 
stems of the branches were tied with a bow of ribbon, by which both 
it and the two sen, yellow, which was issued about the same time, may 
be“easily recognized from all others stamps of this general type. 


LABUAN. 


1897. 





+ Fan 




















Fig. 621. Fig. 622. 


The reasons for the different positions of the surcharge, as shown 
in the above cuts, was that the first one, figure 621, oliterated the value, 
so it was changed to the top of the stamp, as in figure 622. 

For other varieties see North Borneo. 


LIBERIA. 
1860. 





Fig. 623. 


The stamps of this series are typographed and are spaced about 
two mm. apart on the sheet. As may be seen in the illustration above 
each stamp has a double-lined frame around it, the lines being thin and 
close together. 

1864. 


. This series differs from that of 1860 inasmuch as, besides the double 
lined frame already spoken of, each stamp has an extra, outer frame- 
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line which is distant about one mm. from the double lines of the 
original frame. 
1867. 

The stamps of this series have the outer frame-line, as in the last 
series, but they are lithographed, instead of typographed, and the 
stamps are from five to six mm. apart on the sheet. 

1869-80. 

These are the stamps of the 1867 series with the outer frame-line 
removed, 

1882-1859. 


\&/¢ POSTAGE 5.9 





Fig. 624. Fig. 625. 
1882. 8e blue.—The ground-work inside the ovals of the figure 
‘*8”’ is composed of diagonal lines. (Fig. 624). 
1Ss9.Se blue.—The ground-work inside the ovals of the figure 
‘*3’ is composed of lozenges. 


LUBECK. 





Fig. 626. 

24s brown.—This is an error on the plate of the two schilling stamp. 
It is found twice on each sheet, the sixth and seventh stamps of the 
lower row. The correct color for this value should be rose. It is of 
the type shown above. 


LUXEMBURG. 





Fig. 627. 
Of the stamps of this series, illustrated above, the following varie- 
ties are known: 








ry 


‘¢ CENTINES”’ instead of ‘‘ CENTIMES’’: 374¢ green. 

Seven scallops, instead of five under ‘‘NTIME’’. 12}¢ rose; 37}¢ 
green. 

The ‘‘r’’ of ‘‘CENTIMES”’ in all the 10¢ stamps of this and the 
next issue is so defective as to make it appear to be an ‘‘1’’. 


ss 


1865-72. 
We find the following errors in this series : 
‘* CENTITES’’ instead of ‘‘ CENTIMES ’’, 124¢ rose. 
‘¢ CCNTIMES ”’ “¢ 66 se , 30e mauve. 
‘SCENTINES”’ ‘ “ “ , o74¢ stone. 
Seven scallops instead of five under ‘‘NTIME’’, 37$¢e stone. All of 
the above are of the type illustrated as figure No. 627. 


”? 


1fr. on 374¢ stone.—‘‘ CENTINES ’ for ‘‘CENTIMES’’. ‘Type }.as 
figure No. 628. 


1fr on 374e stone.—Error of surcharge ‘‘PRANC”’ instead of 
‘““PRANC’’, Type as shown by figure 629. 


The bale to the right of the rectangle containing the numerals of 
value contains a date, that of the year of issue (1882), but the whole 
set may be found dated ‘£1832’. We do not believe this to be due to 
any error on the plate but rather to poor printing, or something of a 
like nature. 





OFFICIAL STAMPS, 
1875. 


OFFICIEL 
Fig. 631. 


The only real error among these stamps is the : 
30c mauve; ‘‘ CCNTIMES”’ for ‘f CENTIMES”’. 


1880-1894. 
Many of these stamps, surcharged with the letters ‘‘S. P.’’, are to 


be found with one or the other of the periods missing. I do not, how- 
ever, consider them worthy of being especially enumerated. 


MACAO, 


1884-85. 





Fig. 633. Fig. 634. 


80r on 100r violet.—A variety of this stamp, figure 632, exists in 
which there is no accent over the ‘‘ E”’ of “ REIS’’, 

All values of the type surcharged as shown in figure 633, may be 
found both with and without an accent over the ‘‘ E”’ of ‘* REIS ”’ 

5r on 25r rose.—This stamp (Fig. 634) exists surcharged with the 
new value only, the bar having been omitted. 


Fig. 635. 


In this series, surcharged as is shown above, the ‘‘R’’ of ‘‘ REIS ’’ 
measures normally about 3 mm. in height. A variety is known, how- 
ever, in which the ‘‘k’’ measures about 4} mm. This variety occurs 
on the following values: 

5r on 80r gray. 
io Br 

10r ‘* 200r orange. 
20r ‘** 80r gray. 
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Fig. 636. 
The stamps of the above type are surcharged on revenue stamps 
from which the upper and lower labels ‘have been removed. 


There are 
three values: 5r, 10r and 40r. 





ig. 637. ; 
The above cut shows the revenue stamp, surcharged as in figure 
636, before the upper and lower labels were removed. As quite a num- 


ber of the stamps were issued in this condition we have the following 
varieties to record : 


5r on 10r Dr on 60r 10r on 60r 
5r on 20r 10r on 10r 40r on 20r 
MADAGASCAR. 
1884. 








cf > 




















Fig. 633. 
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An error is known among these stamps. Itis the four pence stamp 

reading ‘‘ 1 0z”’’ instead of ‘‘4.0z’’. This is, also, found corrected by 
a manuscript surcharge reading ‘‘4 02’’. 


1886. 








ONE PENNY. 








Fig. 639. 


In this series all of the stamps with the violet surcharge, and the 
1, 13, 2, 3, 4, 4 and 6d with the black surcharge, are to be found both 
with and without a period after ‘‘ POSTAGE ”’. 











The Die Varieties of the Nesbitt Series of 
United States Envelopes. 





By VICTOR M. BERTHOLD. 


Copyrighted, All rights reserved. 





[Continued from page 184.) 





SIX CENTS, RED AND SIX CENTS, GREEN. 


Short labels with straight ends. 
84 loops on the left; 9 loops on the right. 





The date of issue of the SIX CENTS red is generally placed about 
July 31st. 1853; that of its congener—but with color changed—sometime 
before Sept. 30th of the same year. As there has never been much de- 
mand for a six cent envelope, it is strange that this issue has four 
distinct heads of Washington, two forms of ‘‘ SIX *’, small and large, 
and different spacings of the word ‘*‘CENTS”’. Unlike the last issue, the 
die is exceedingly well printed, and it is not difficult to get fine copies. 

In Varieties 1 and 2 “* SIX” is widely spaced : 
In Varieties 3 and 4 the spacing is closer. 





VARIETY 1. 





No description of the head is needed; it is HEAD I of Diejl of 
1853. ‘* CE” very wide; ‘‘ EN’’ wide; ‘‘ NT’ near at top and ‘‘S”’ is 
far from ‘‘ T’’, 

VARIETY 2. 








XVI. 
HEAD XVI. Side-lock is long, straight, c irved at its point, and 
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ends near the ear-lobe. There are five locks in the front row and four 
in the back row. The highest front-lock is split into two parts. Between 
the side-lock and the lowest front-lock and well towards the middle of 
the former, commences a thin lock which extends far beyond the ear-lobe 
and ends in the queue.- ‘‘CE’’ wide; ‘‘ EN’’ wide; ‘‘ NT’ further at 
base than in Var. 1. ‘‘TS’’ near. This head is found on the reprints 
on white and buff vertically laid paper. 


VARIETY 5. 





XVII. 


HEAD XVII. A very heavy eyebrow which comes close to the 
side-lock. The latter is very fine and near the ear-lobe. The hair con- 
sists of five long and nearly parallel locks. The second longest and 
heaviest lock touches the queue. ‘‘ CE’’ very wide; ‘‘ EN”? wide, ‘‘NT”’ 
wide at top. ‘TS’? very widely spaced, 


VARIETY 4, 





XVIII. 


HEAD XVIII. A heavy eyebrow. <A short side-lock with a sharp 
point, starting near the eye-brow, ends a considerable distance from the 
ear-lobe. There are five locks in the front row and the same number in 
the back row. Of the five front locks four are heavy. There is also a 
long and thin strand between the second and third front-lock. Together 
with the the side-lock starts the lowest front-lock which broadens out 
towards its middle and ends in a point a short distance behind the ear- 
lobe. The second front-lock is in line with the queue. ‘‘CENTS” close 
to outer frame line. ‘‘ CE” nearer than in Var. 3. ‘‘T’’ has a short 
cross-stroke; ‘‘ TS ”’ is wide and ‘‘ NT’”’ is near at top. 
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All varieties of the SIX CENTS red exist only on Knife 3, and all 
those of the SIX CENTS green only on Knife 2. The former is a new- 
comer and was styled ‘‘ Official, Size 7’. On account of its size (221x 
98 mm.) the envelope did not meet with much favor, and to-day it is 
difficult to find a cancelled specimen in fine condition. In accordance 
with the instructions of the Post Office the envelope should have been 
folded so that the right side flap overlapped the left, but this rule was 
not strictly adhered to, so that many collectors possess specimens with 
the opposite folding. 

TEN CENTS, GREEN. 


Narrow labels with straight ends. 
8} loops on the left ; 9 loops on the right. 


This die appeared in April, 1855. Its issuance is due to an Act 
of Congress of March 3, 1855, which fixed the letter rate for transport- 
ation over 3000 miles at 10 cents. 





HEAD XV: VAR. 1I:—Letters of ‘*TEN’’ about equally spaced. 
‘*T*’ slants back and is somewhat nearer the left label than ‘‘N’’ to 
the right. ‘*CE’’ close: ‘‘NT”’ near, and the top of the latter above 
“N, S$"? closer to curve than ‘‘C’’, Frequently a little white 
line runs out from the left ornamental scrollwork a short distance above 
es Cc 9. 

TEN CENTS, GREEN. 
Very wide upper label (measuring horizontally 24) mm. ) 
with straight ends. 
7 loops on each side. 








XIX. 
HEAD XIX: VAR I:—A short fine eyebrow extends upward 
from the end of the nose. Another short, but much heavier one, is 
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attached to the corner of the eye. Two fine, short side-locks commence 
a little distance from the heavy eyebrow and finish just above the 
ear-lobe. There is a double row of five short and heavy locks, while 
the queue is continued from the lowest lock in the back row. The gar- 
ment at the back has three folds. 

“TEN” near, but ‘‘N’’ nearer to right label than ‘‘T’’ togthe 
left. Letters of ““CENT”’ closely spaced, but ‘‘S ’? some distance 
from ‘* T”’ 


A REFERENCE LIST OF ENTIRE ENVELOPES OF THE SERIES 
OF 1853 To 1855. 


THREE CENTS, RED. 


DIE I. ‘*THREE” In NARROW CURVED LABEL. 
VAR. 1: HEAD I. 
No.* Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. temarks. 
| W 2 3 139 x 83 Seal. 
2 B 2 3 se cc “ec 
VAR. 2: HEAD I. 
No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
3 W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
{ B » 3 éé“ ee ce ce “é 
VAR. 3: HEAD Ia. 
No Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
5 W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
G6 B » 3 ee se se ee “ee 
VAR. 4: HEAD IT: 
No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
7 W 1 1 120 x 73 Plain. 
8 W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
8) B 2 3 “e ce ia se ce 
VAR. 5: Heap ITI. 
No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimersiors. Remarks. 
10 W y 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
| 1 B 2 3 te sé se ee ee 
Var. 6: HEAD IV. 
No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimers‘ons. Remarks. 
12 W 1 1 120 x 73 Plain. 
13 W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
l j B 2 3 es se se ee se 


*Nore:—The numbers used in this list are arbitrary, consecutive, and have no rela 
tion to the numbers used in any other work of a simitar nature. Under the heading 
**Paper,” “ W.” means white and * B.” buff paper. The numbers under the headings 
“Knife” and “Size” are those of the knives illustrated and described in the Cat- 
aloque for Advanced Collectors and in Bartel’s Catalogue of United States En- 
relopes, 1904 edition, Those under ‘‘ Dimensions” give the size of{the envelopegin 
millimetres, 
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No. 


15 
16 
17 


No. 


18 
19 
20 


No. 


21 
22 


spe 
awe 


DAS) 


26 


No. 


27 


MR 
mt 


No. 


29 


30 


No. 


31 
32 


No. 
33 
34 





VAR. 7: HEAD V. 


Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. temarks. 
W 1 1 120 x 73 Plain. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
B 92 38 ee é oe ee ce 
VAR. 8: HEAD VI. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 1 1 120 x 73 Plain. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
B 2 3 se se ay e “e 
VAR. 9: HEAD VII. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions, Remarks. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
W 2 3 >. = No watermark, plain. 
B 2 8 ne ie Plain and seal. 
Var. 10: Heap VIII. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. temarks. 
W 1 1 120 x 73 Plain. 
W 2 3 139 x 73 Plain and seal. 
B 2 3 e ce se ce “e 
VAR. 11: Heap IX. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal; also hor. laid. 
B 2 3 _ re Plain and seal. 
VAR. 12: HEAD X. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 2 3 39 x83 Plain and seal. 
B . 3 ce “e e ce ee 


Dig II. ‘“‘*THREE”’ IN NARROW, StRAIGHT LABEL. 


VAR. 1: HEAD I, 


Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 Seal. 
B 9 3 “e se 74 
VAR. 2: HEAD XI. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
B 9 3 sé se ‘e “c e 


VAR. 3: HEAD XII. 


Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 1 1 120 x 73 Plain. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 Plain and seal. 
B 4 3 éé “e“ ‘é ins cc 
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Die Ill. ‘THREE’ 1x SQUARE LABEL WITH A DIAGONAL 


No. 


38 
39 
40 


No. 


43 


45 


No. 


46 
47 
45 
49 


LINE Across EAcH CorNER, CALLED ‘‘K EnpDs”’ 


VAR. 1: HEAD XIII. 


Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W i | 120 x 73 
W 2 3 139 x 83 
B 4 3 sc se 
VaR 1: Heap XIV. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 2 3 139 x 85 
B 2 3 sas e 


IEIV. ‘** THREE’ In WipE LABEL WITH SQUARE ENDs. 


HEAD I. 


Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks, 
W 1 ] 120 x 73 
W 2 3 139 x 83 
B 2 3 “ 


DiE V. ‘* THREE” IN MEDIUM CURVED LABEL. 
T witH LONG Cross STROKE. 


VAR. 1: HEAD XV. 


Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks, 
W 1 | 120 x 73 
B 1 ] oe = 
W 4 3 139 x 82 
B 4 3 * - 


VAR. 2. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 1 1 120 x 73 
W 2 é 139 x 83 


W 2 3 s «4 No watermark. 
B 2 3 - - 
VAR. 3. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 
B 2 3 ws = 
VAR, 4. 
Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 


Ww 1 1 120 x 7: 
W 2 3 139 x 83 
B 2 3 a 





224 


VAR. 5. 
No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
59 W 1 1 120 x 7 
60 W 2 3 139 x 83 
61 B 2 é es ée 


VAR. 6. 


No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
62 W 2 3 139 x 83 
63 B 2 3 - vi 

VAR, Z, 
No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
64 W 2 3 139 x 838 
65 3 2 3 ve - 


VAR. 8. 


No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
66 W 2 3 139 x 83 
67 3 2 3 ne = 


Var. 9. 


No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
68 W 2 3 139 x 83 
69 3 2 3 - si 


VAR. 10. 


No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
70 W 2 3 139 x 83 
71 «OizB . 3 os 


T WITH SHORT CROSS STROKE. 


VAR. 11. 


No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
72 W 2 3 139 x 83 
Te B 2 3 a: = 


Var: 19. 


No. Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions, Remarks. 
74 W 2 3 139 x 83 
75 3 2 3 i ae 
76 W 4 5 139 x 82 
77 H 4 3 . = 


VAR. 13. 
No. Paper. Knife, Size. Dimensions. temarks. 
78 WwW 2 3 139 x 83 


79 B 2 3 te ce 
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No. 


SO 
Sl 


No. 


82 


83 


No. 


S4 
85 
SO 


No 


Ni 
SS 


No 
S9 
90 


No 
91 


92 


No 
93 
94 
9D 


96 


No 
97 
QS 
99 
100 


No 
10] 
102 
103 
104 


Paper. 


W 
B 


Paper. 


W 
B 


Paper. 


W 
W 
B 


Paper. 


W 
B 


Paper 


W 
b 


Paper. 


W 
B 


Paper. 


W 
B 
W 
B 


Paper. 


W 
B 
W 
B 


Paper 
W 


W 
B 


Knife. 


2 


» 
~ 


Knife. 


» 


Knife. 


] 
po 


») 


Knife 
Ss) 


» 


Knife. 


— 


tot 


Knife 
» 


te 


Knife. 


Knife. 


St te bo 


Knife. 


> pee wt na 
ct te te 


os 


Size, 


Size. 


ww 


Size. 


~- 


~~ 


Size. 


ee 


Size. 


—~— a 


VAR. 


Dimensions. 


139 x 83 


‘e ec 


VAR. 


Dimensions. 


139 x 83 


‘e “cc 


VAR. 


Dimensions. 


120 x 73 
139 x 83 


+e “ee 


VAR. 


Dimensions. 


139 x 82 


VAR. 
Dimensions. 


139 x 83 


ee e 


VAR. 


Dimensions. 


139 x 83 


ee ce 


VAR, 


Dimensions. 


159 x 83 
+e se 
159 x 82 


se se 


VAR. 


Dimensions. 


139 x 83 


139 x 82 
VAR, 


Dimens‘ons 
139 x 83 


139 x 82 


14, 


16. 


19. 


20. 


9o 


Remarks. 


Remarks. 


Remarks. 


Remarks. 


Remarks. 


Remarks. 


Remarks 


Remarks 


Remarks 


oO 
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No. 
121 
122 


No. 

123 
124 
125 
126 


No. 

127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 


No. 
133 
134 
135 
136 


Paper. 


W 


Paper. 


Paper. 
W 
B 


Paper. 


W 
B 


Paper. 


W 
B 
W 
B 


Paper. 


W 
B 
W 
B 
Ww 


Paper. 


W 
B 
W 
B 


Knife. 


Store bo he 


. Knife. 
9° 


Clot pm hob 


Knife. 


» 


9 


Knife. 
9 


tr bot 


Knife. 


‘ 


Hm He bo bo 


Size. 


3 
3 
3 
3 


VAR. 
Dimensions. 
139 x 83 
ce se 
139 x 82 
“ec se 
se e 


ce se 


VAR. 2 


Dimensions. 
139 x 83 
“e ee 
139 x 82 
ee ee 
66 66 


ce ce 


2 
23 


temarks. 


Remarks. 


VAR. 25. 


Dimensions. 
139 x 83 
ec “é 

VAR. 
Dimensions. 
139 x 83 
“é “ec 

VAR. 
Dimensions. 
129 x 83 
“cc oe 
VAR. 
Dimensions. 
139 x 83 
ce se 
139 x 82 
“c ‘é 
VAR. 
Dimensions. 
120 x 73 
139 x 83 
oe ‘é 
139 x 82 
66 be 


118 x 65 


VAR. 
Dimensions. 


139 x 83 


e “ce 


139 x 82 


sé ‘e 


Remarks. 


26 


Remarks. 


9° 


Remarks. 
Reprints on white and buff 
vertically laid paper. 


HR 
meh 


Remarks. 


Remarks. 


Ladies Note. 
30. 
Remarks. 














No 


we we 


No 
139 
140 


No 
141 
142 


L455 
144 


No 
145 
146 


No 
147 
14s 


No 
149 
150 


No. 
151 


152 


Paper. Knife 
W 3 
B 3 

Paper. Knife. 
W 3 

Paper. Knife 
W > 
1} 3 

Paper. Knife 
W 3 

Paper. Knife 
W 2 

> 2 


Paper. Knife. 


, 


Paper 


W 


> 


Paper 


W 
3 


Paper. Knife. 


W 
B 


» 


» 


. Knife. 


bo bo 


. Knife. 


te be 


Dik I, 


to 


bo 


SIX CENTS, RED. 
VaR. 1. Heap J. 


Size. Dimensions. ftemarks. 
7 221 x98 
, ‘6 bé 


Var. 2. Heap XVI. 


Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
7 221 x 98 Reprints on vertically laid 
i zs paper. 


VAR. 3. HEAD XVII. 


Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
7 221 x98 


‘ 
‘ 


Var. 4. HEAD XVIII. 


Size. Dimensions Remarks 
7 221 x98 
7 

SIX CENTS, GREEN. 
Var. 1. HEAD I, 

Size. Dimensions. Remarks 
3 139 x 83 
3 + +. 

VaR. 2. HEap XVI. 

Size. Dimeusions. Remarks. 
3 139 x 83 Reprints on vertically laid 
3 r ” paper. 

VaR. 3. HEAD XVII. 

Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
3 139 x 585 
3 +e és 


VakR. 4. HEAD XVIII. 


Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
3 139 x 83 
3 ee os 


TEN CENTS. 
SHORT LABEL WITH SQUARE ENDs, 


HEAD XV. 


Szie. Dimer giors. Temar!s 
3 139 x 83 Various shades. 
” +e +e +e es 
» 
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Dig II. Lona LABEL WITH SQUARE ENDs. 


HEAD NIX. 


Paper. Knife. Size. Dimensions. Remarks. 
W 2 3 139 x 83 Various shades. Reprints on 
B 2 ._ = = vertically laid paper. 


(To be continued.) 
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Some Stamp Designs. 


By C. A. Howes. 





( Continued from page 198.) 





Turning now to the stamps themselves, let us see what they have to 
offer of particular interest. The first issue, spoken of in our quotation as 
having been put in use in March, 1871, comprises the well-known small 
square stamps containing merely the value in Chinese numerals in the center. 
The main feature of this design is the two rampant dragons, one at either 
side, with their tails crossed at the bottom. This was not an original draw- 
ing for the stamps but an adaptation of the part of the design of the national 
kinsatsu or “‘ money cards” issued in 1869. For centuries before, every great 
daimio had issued paper money current only in his Aan. When the Mikado 
was restored to power and the government reorganized, it followed the ex- 
ample of the daimios and issued paper money in various denominations. 
The cards were oblong in shape, like our own paper money, but varied in 
size ; two thirds of the length bore an ornamental frame containing the 
value, and the remaining third resembled a coupon, being our two dragons 
enclosing an inscription denoting the issuing office. Should we cut off this 
“coupon” and surround it with the key. pattern frame, we should have the 
prototype of our stamps. Of the dragon itself, caled rio, it is unnecessary 
for us to say anything here, as we have already given his make up and 
attributes fully under China (Vol. XV//: page 181), and need only add that 
when the Japanese embraced Chinese civilization they adopted Chinese my- 
thology as well. 

In July, 1872 a new issue brought a radical change in design. The 
dragon disappears from all but one stamp and a new emblem, the chrysanthe- 
mum, appears, which has not failed to find a place on every stamp since 
issued by the Japanese government for postal purposes. In Japan, as in 
Europe, feudalism produced the “ nobyl and gentyl sciaunce” of heraldry, 
though it did not develop to such a degree of complexity as in the Occident. 
Most of the great daimios possessed three crests or badges called mon, the 
lesser daimios had two and the ordinary samurai one, These served in time 
of war to adorn the helmet, breast plate and flag. When Commodore Perry 
“opened ” Japan, the Shogun in power was of the Tokugawa dynasty, which 
held the office for 264 years. The crest of this family was a circle enclosing 
three asarum or mallow leaves, their points meeting at the center, and it was 
under a banner bearing this device that Perry made his treaty. But when 
the Shogunate was abolished and the Mikado came into his own, in 1868, 
the trefoil emblem disappeared and the Mikado’s crest, the chrysanthemum, 
took its proper place as the official insignia. 























The chrysanthemum, which is a common flower in our own gardens ard 
homes, is one of the latest flowers of autumn, but it makes up in a measure 
fcr its tardy appearat-ce by its showy and trillient effects. It is held in 
particular estimation by the Ja; anese, who have annuzlly a féte in its honor 
during the early part of November. ‘To its many varieties, such as we are 
familiar with, they have added not a few strange forms, for it is well known 
that the Japanese are past masters of the horticulturist’s art. Basil Hall 
Chamberlain says :— 

‘*A very curious sight is to be seen at the Dango zaka in Tokyo at the 
proper season. It consists of chrysanthemums worked into all sorts of 
shapes,— men and gods, boszts, bridges, castles, etc., etc. There, too, may 
be seen very fine natural chrysanthemums, though nct so fine as the ¢/rfe of 
Tokyo society is admitted to gaze on once a year in the beautiful grounds of 
the old palace at Akasaka. ‘The mere variety is amazing. ‘There is not 
only every colour, but every shape. Some of the blossoms are immense,— 
larger across than a man’s hand can stretch. Some are like large snow- balls, 
—the petals all smooth, and turned in one on the top of the other. Others 
resemble the tousled head of a Scotch terrier. Some have lorg filaments 
stretched out like star-fish, and some, as if to counterbalance the giants, 
have their petals atrophied into mere dreoping hairs. But the strangest 
thing of all is to see five or six kinds, of various colours and sizes, growing 
together on the same plant—a nosegay wih only one stem—the result of ju 
dicious grafting Of the same kind of blossoms, as mary as a thousand and 
fifty eight have been known to be produced on one plant! In other cases 
the triumph is just the opposite way. ‘The whole energies of a plant are 
made to corcentrate on the production of a single blossom! A tawny, dis- 
hevelled monster, perhaps, called ‘Sleepy Head’ (for each variety has some 
quaint name), orelse the ‘ Fisher's Lantern ’—a dark russet this—or the 
* Robe of Feathers’, a richly clustering pink and white, or, loveliest of all, 
the ‘ Starlit Night ’—a delicately fretted creature, looking like Iceland moss 
covered with hoar-frost. Such results are obtained only by the accumulated 
toil of years, and especially by care, repeated many times daily during the 
seven months that precede the period the of blossoming ” 

But although the chrys:nthemum is such a popular flower of Japan, 
yet its use as an emb’em, such as we find it upon the stamps, is restricted to 
the Imperial government or such objects as may be put forth by Imperial 
sanction. It has been the emblem of the Imperial from remote antiquity, 
and on the restoration of the Mikado’s full power it naturally became the 
badge or seal of the government, just as the arms of reigning families in 
Europe have become the State co ts of-arms for their dominions. In its 
use as such it appears in a conventionalized form which is best seen, perhaps, 
on the 1 yen stamp of 1883. This shows a small circle at the center which 
represents the central ‘‘ head”’ of true flowers (for the chrysanthemum is a 
composite flower like the daisy and dandelion, and its so-called “ petals” are 
but ‘‘ bracts”, according to the botanist), while the radiating rays represent 
the petals. For government use these petals number exactly sixteen, while 
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sixtcen more “tips” may apyear around the periphery as if from behind. 
This number, which is traceable to Chini se geomantic notions, is particular- 
ly reserved for Imperial use and ordinary subjects are forbidden under penalty 
to represent the fluwer in just this form. A curious fact has been called to 
my attention by Mr. William J. Gardner, that on all stamps bearing this 
emblem which were issued previcus to 1876, the “ wheel” stands with two 
“spokes ” coinciding with a vertical line through its center; on all stamps 
issued since 1876 the “ wheel” turned slightly so that the same vertical line 
would bisect two opposite petals. Just what the reason for the change may 
have teen is still an enigma ; but that it was not fortuitous is amply proved 
by the consistency in pcsition both before and since the date mentioned. 


wo 18 ENE 
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But the chrysanthemum crest or &4¢ku-mon is not the only one possessed 
by the Imperial family, for there is a second just as ancient which is known 
as the dirt mon. The latter is represented by three leaves and three flower 
panicles of the Paulownia impertalis, a tree indigenous to Japan ard which 
much resembles the catalpa. This tree called the 4ir¢ by the Japenese, has 
broad heart-shaped leaves and bears flowers of a pale violet, with brown 
spots. ‘These flowers, which are showy and fragrant grow on a panicle like 
the catalpa or horse-chestnut, and when correctly represented the crest 
should have seven buds on the central panicle and five on each of the side 
ones. Both crests, the 4sku and the &zr7, are found correctly represented on 
the 5 rin stamp of 1876, being respectively above and below the central cir- 
cle containing the value in Chinese. On the 5 sen stamp of the same issue, 
however, the 4/ri mon is represented beneath the chrysar themum with but a 
single flower pzenicle, though it is surrounded by branches and flowers of the 
paulownia. Looking back now to the third issue of stamps of July, 1872, 
we find th:t the low values and also the 30 sen have the central inscription 
enchosed by two crossed branches, which can be recognized as the chrysan- 
themum at the right and the paulownia at the left. Again in the 1877 issue 
we find the same crossed branches, but curiously enough, the chrysanthemum 
is on the /ef¢ in the design which inc'udes the values from 5 sen to 12 sen, 
and on the right as before in the design which is used for the values from 
15 sen to 50 sen. 

In regard to the use of these two crests, it must be explained that the 
chrysanthemum was the “ official” badge of the Mikzdo, so to speak, while 
the paulownia was used on business person] to himself and his family. It 
was thus that the 4#4u-mon became the badge or arms of the nation when 
the rightful sovereign took command at the Restoration ; while the 2iré- mon, 
as the household badge, has come to be regarded particularly as the crest cf 
the Empress. It is a curious coincidence indeed that the German explorer 
Siebold, in his “Flora Japonica” in 1835, should have named the tree 
which furnished the family crest of the Mikado for Anna Paulowna, daughter 
of the Czar, Paul I, of Russia. 

Looking back once more at the illustrations of the 1 sen ard 5 sen 
stamps, it will be noticed that each corner contains a flower. This is the 
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cherry blo.som the truly national flower of the Japanese people as distin- 
guished from the official flower of the government. Chamberlain says: 
“ The Japanese cherry-tree is cultivated, not for its fruit, but for its blossom, 
which has always been to Japan what the rose is to Western nations. Poets 
have sung it since the earliest ages, and crowds still pour forth every year, as 
spring comes round, to the chief places where avenues of it seem to fill the 
air with clouds of the most delicate pink. Even patriotism has adopted it in 
contradistinction to the plum blossom, which is believed to be of Chinese 
origin—not, like the cherry-tree, a true native of Japan. The poet Motodri 
exclaims: ‘If one should enquire of you concerning the spirit of a true 
Japanese, point to the wild cherry-blossom shining in the sun.’—Again a 
Japanese proverb says: ‘The cherry is first among flowers, as the warrior 
is first among men.’ The single blossom variety is generally at its best about 
the 7th April, coming out before the leaves ; the clustering double variety 
follows a little later.” 

We thus see that the cherry blossom, called sakura by the Japanese, 
represents the “ spirit of Japan.” As with the chrysanthemum, the season 
of its flowering is made the occasion of a féte, when everybody journeys to 
the localities that are famous for its displays; and the sight is one that 
lingers long in memory al'hough the reality is of but a few days’ duration. 
The blossoms are often as large as a small rose, and though pink predomin- 
ates, they range in color from a deep rose to pure white. The fruit is small 
and bitter like our “ choke-cherries ” and is considered of no account. We 
shall find the cherry again on some of the stamps to be described |-ter. 





With the issue of 1875 still another type was introduced, its main feature 
being the representation of some bird ‘The t2 sen has a picture of the gan 
or wild goose, surrounded by reeds called ash#. It is said that the geese, in 
flying on long journeys, carry rushes m their bil!s which they drop on the 
water before alighting and then alight on them. For this reason geese and 
rushes are always figured together. The Japanese artists usually associate 
the wild goose with autumn or winter, and paintings in which it occurs will 
be found to typify one of these two seasons. Much difficulty has been 
experienced in “ guessing” at the identity of the bird on this stamp, the 
pheasant, pea-hen and quail being candidates; but a careful inspection of 
its form and attitude, and the association with the reeds leaves no doubt of 
its identity. 

On the 15 sen s‘amp we find a neat little picture of the seere?, a species 
of wagtail ‘The particular claim of this bird to Japanese fame runs back to 
mythological t'mes when, in a story resembling the tradition of Adam and 
Eve and the serpent, the bird takes the place of the reptile in opening the 
eyes of the oriental pair, As our friend Mons. Maury says, the story could 
be told best in Japanese—or in Latin. This early pair, who are looked up- 
on as the progenitors of the race, were named Izanagi and Izanami, and 
were supposed to have descended from heaven upon Mount Kirishima in 
Kiushiu, the larger island at the south-west of the arch‘pelago. 
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The third stamp of the set, the 45 sen, shows the faka or falcon. 
We have aleady seen that the Emperor of Korea has adopted this as the 
“imperial bird ”, to its long association with the court in furnishing sport. 
We now find that hunting by falcons was also a diversion of the court at Kioto 
during the Middle Ages. At that time falconry, which had been introduced 
from Korea by some ambassadors in the reign of the Empress Jingo (A.D. 
200-270), was almost as extensively practiced as in Europe, nearly every 
daimio having his perch of falcons. 

For other decorations on these stamps, it will be noticed that the 
chrysanthemum stands at the top of each one ; the 12 sen has nothing else 
of note, but the 15 sen has four cherry blossoms separating the Japanse and 
English inscriptions around the central circle. On the 45 sen these latter 
are replaced by four of the paulownia crests in the same positions, while the 
four cherry blossoms are in the corners. 





We have already spoken of the designs of the 5 rin and § sen stamps of 
1876, the former including the 1, 2 and 4 sen stamps. Let us now look at 
the second type of the 5 sen stamp, whose design serves also for the 6, 8, 10 
and 12 sen stamps. We noted in speaking of the chrysanthemum and 
paulownia, that this was the only design on which the crossed branches 
beneath the 4#ku-mon had the former flower at the left and the latter at the 
right instead of vice versa. Outside of the central design there is nothing to 
remark except in the spandrels between the oval and the frame. Each 
value in this design has a different figure in its spandrels: on the 5 sen is the 
winged wheel which occidental nations have used from remote antiquity to 
represent speed ; the 6 sen shows the propeller of a steamship in its usual 
form, with three blades or “fans”’; the 8 sen shown the original form of the 
‘screw "’ propeller, this being a helix parallel to the shaft; the 10 sen has 
the whip and horseshoe, and the 12 sen four balloons, three birds accompany- 
ing each of the lower ones. 

The third design, including the stamps from 15 to 50 sen, is still 
different. The crossed branches of the chrysanthemum and paulownia have 
now the rku mon placed over their intersection, while above is the emblem 
one might have expected to see long before—the rising sun! As we all know, 
the Japanese flag has a red ball, representing the sun, upon a white field, and 
the “ball’’ upon the stamps in question is shaded verticaily, which in 
heraldry denotes gu/es or red. At the left of the oval, in the band bearing 
the Japanese inscriptions, is a crescent moon and at the right is the érz- 
mon or paulownia badge. ‘The moon is a new emblem and its appearance 
here with the sun requires explanation. To do this we must go back to 
China where, from time immemorial, the court and army had made use of 
banners adorned with figures founded on astrological fancies,—the Sun with 
the Three-legged Crow that inhabits it, the Moon with its Hare and Cassia- 
tree instead of the “ man” that we know, the Red Bird, the Dark Warrior 
(Tortoise), the Azure Dragon and the White Tiger, representing the con- 
stellations of the four quarters of the zodiac, and the Northern Bushel (the 
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occidental ‘Great Bear’). The banners of the Sun and Moon assumed 
special importance becatse the Sun was the Emperor's elder brother and the 
Moon his si ter, a corollary to his claim of being the on of Heaven. 

The Jar anese took over these things wholesale,— Imperial title, banners, 
mythological ideas and all,—when they adopted Chinese civilization in the 
sixth and seventh centuries, ard the official annals incidentally record their 
use in A.D 7ceo. As time went on most of these banners became ot solete, 
orly the Sun ard Moon banrers Leing retained as imperial insignia but 
without their fatulous inmates ‘Ihe Sun Crow and the Mcon Hare, how- 
ever, still linger on in art. Finally the Moon ban: er fell into disuse and the 
Sun banner alone remained, so that when Japan was opened to foreigners 
ard a national flag correspcnding to those of Europe became necessary in 
1859, the Sun banner naturaliy stepped into the vacant place. Thus we see 
that the Japanese flag was not a creation made to fit the name of the 
“ Land of the Rising Sun ”, but like that name was imported from China ; 
ard though he«ving at first nc thir g to do with the name, yet, by a mcst happy 
coircidence, finally came to be the most «ppropriate symbol of Dai Nippon. 
The appearance of the sun and mcon together on this design is therefore 
fully accounted for. 

In the little spandrels above the numerals on the 15 sen stamp will be 
found a cherry blcssom with a bud and some leaves The 20 sen has a 
sprig of some grass or reed in these spandrels, and the 45 sen what apjears 
to be the tuft or tassel of the bamboo. The 30 ard 50 sen stamps have only 
conventional foliations, 


(76 be continued.) 
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UnIteD Srates.—Mr. C. H. Stone has shown us two oddities 
which he found some time ago in Philadelphia and which we illustrate 
herewith. 





TYPE II. 


It seems to us that, even though they have no indication of value 

upon them, that it is more than likely that they are locals and, if our 
surmise is correct, they are the first of all United States locals as the 
date of the letters which they franked is ‘‘ 18367’. 
37» They are printed in black upon the sheet of paper on which the letter 
is written. The date of the postmark upon type I is ‘‘ Feb. 19’; that 
upon type IT is ‘‘ May 13”. Besides the stamp each ‘sheet bears a 
printed number in one corner, those upon the sheets from which the 
above cuts were taken being ‘‘ 13” and ‘‘ 17’ respectively. 

The inscription ‘‘ N. L. NEWS ROOMS ”’ is, we are told, ‘‘ NORTHERN 
LIBERTUS NEWS ROOMS’’. 

Several copies of type I were found but only one of type II. 

Can any of our readers throw any light upon these pre-philatelic 
curiosities? If so we should be most pleased to hear from them. 


- 2 Ff? & F& 


BARBADOS.—Stanley Gibbon’s Monthly Journal informs us that the 
2s 6p on the new paper is printed in violet and green instead of slate and 
range as heretofore chronicled. 


t? 2 & &F& & 


BELGIUM.—The Monthly Journal says: ‘‘ We are shown a copy of 
one of the Parcels Post stamps of 1902, which was intended, no doubt, 
for the 70c, but which had no figures in the centre. We understand 
that the specimen has by no means lost value by having its value 
omitted ’’. 
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CHILE.—Ewen’s Weekly Stamp News reports a block of four of the 
50c brown, of 1900 we presume, rouletted all around but imperforate 
vertically between the stamps. 





+ f Ff 2 & 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.—We herewith illustrate the type of the 
surcharges chronicled by us last month. 


DOS 
1905 


CENTAVOS 
m +? ae ai si 


Ecypr.—We quote from the Monthly Journal: “Mr. W. R. Gatt 
kindly sends us a curious variety of the Postage Due stamp, 3m on 2 
piastres, of 1898, which does not appear to have been catalogued. In 
the ordinary overprint on the stamps in the block shown us, the Arabie 
figure (3) at the right of the lower line of inscription is rather below 
the level of the other characters, in the variety (which is the right-hand 
stamp of the row) this figure is rather above the level of the rest and 
below it is a figure (2) in a similar position to the correct figure on the 
normal stamp. Our correspondent suggests that a wrong figure was 
inserted in the form, and that the error was afterwards corrected by 
printing a figure ‘3’ over the figure ‘2’”’ 


% 2 } aie 


FRENCH GUINEA.—We illustrate the postage due stamps which 
we chronicled last February. 





GERMANY—Offices in Morocco.—The current 40c¢ stamp has been 
seen with the ‘rE’ of ‘‘ CENTIMES”’ inverted. 
oe 2 © @ 
GUADELOUPE.—We illustrate below the type of the lately chroni- 
cled Postage Due stamps. 
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LUXEMBURG.—It is said that fifty sheets of the current 20c stamps 
have been printed in a shade which is almost brown instead of the 
regular orange. 

. +? & @ & 

NICARAGUA—Dept. of Zelaya.—We illustrate herewith the type of 

printed surcharge which is applied to these stamps. 


B 


Dpto. Zelaya 
aM ai at ai 7 
PARAGUAY.—The 20¢ on 24e of 1902 (our No. 69) is reported with 
a black surcharge. 
ait a 5 at at 
PERU.—We quote from Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News: ‘‘ Mr. Her- 
mann Tocke submits a series of covers from Peru, of considerable inter- 
est, as well as philatelic value. They were mailed at Iquitos, which is 
one of the most important cities of Peru, east of the Cordilleras Moun- 
tains, on the Amazon river, on which all traffic is conducted to the 
Atlantic. For some time, it appears, the post office at Iquitos has been 
short of regular postage stamps and, after using the oblong due stamps, 
a simple frank mark has been introduced, and letters were thus pro- 
vided with a cancellation, in addition to the ordinary local cancellation. 
This additional frank consists of a rude, single-lined circle, having 
‘PRANCA’ in large letters across the centre, with an ornament above 
and ‘1Q@UITOS’, in a curved line, below. The specimens with this frank 
submitted by Mr. Tocke were all mailed May 12, 1905. Mr. Tocke al- 
so sends us a cover franked with two of the oblong 10c¢ orange postage 
due stamps.”’ 
ais Bt ats 2 a 
RoUMANIA.—Mr. ©. H. Gravenhorst has shown us a copy of the 
25e blue of 1900 (our No. 137), upon ribbed paper. It is perforated 
133; 
+ 4 & 
Sparin.—We illustrate the degins of the Don Quixote series here- 
with. 
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TASMANIA.—We illustrate herewith the surcharge which has been 
recently applied to the five pence stamp. 


13° 


+ . s? * + 


UvuRUGUAY.—Ewen’s Weekly Stamp News notes the provisional 1c 
on 10c blue Postage due stamp, which we chronicled in January, with 
the surcharge inverted. 


























ABYSSINIA.—We learn through 
Gibbons Stamp Weekly that, in 1904, 
the stamps of this country were 
subjected to another Amharic sur- 
charge, this time printed in blue 
and in larger characters than any 
of the previous types. Thus giv- 
ing us an entirely new set. The 
Monthly Journal, however, states 
that this overprint is in black. 
Which is correct? 

They also lead one to infer that 
it is this set which received the 
additional surcharge denoting the 
change in currency, and state that 
it is the }g and not the |g, which 
has been cut in half and each half 
surcharged 5 We note, also, 
the appearance of another sur- 
charged value which is chronicled 
by some of our European contem- 
poraries. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 14 x 13}. 

Black or blue surcharge (?) 

r green 

salmon 

‘ blue 
dark brown 
lilaec- brown 
violet 

black 

Se on 16g black 


BRITISH GUIANA.—The Monthly 
Journal notes another stamp of the 
current issue upon the new paper. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Multiple 
and ©, A. 

Perforated 14. 
60c gray-green and carmine 


| 
‘ 
! 


Is F 


| 


. 


I> 


~ 
= 
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CEYLON.—Several of our: .con- 
temporaries report two values of 
the ‘ON SERVICE’’ stamps upon the 
new paper. 

Official stamps. 

Watermarked Multiple ~Crown 
and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 

Black surcharge. 
3e green 
Se dull lilae 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC—Garzon 
Issue.—Mr.J.M. Bartels has shown 
usa hitherto unchronicled stamp 
of this series. It was probably 
issued at the same time as the 
others. 

Adhesive stamp. 


338 


\ R.dec. ff 
Correos N | 
| No hay es 
» tampilias 00 
| Pago 1 cen- 
# favo Oro. * 
|) ee (aie 
Imperforate. 
le black on deep rose 


DANISH WEST INDIES. — The 
Monthly Journal says: ‘We learn 
from the D). B. Z. that a new set of 
Postage Due stamps has been is- 
sued here, with value expressed in 
bits, a local currency, of which we 
are told that five are the equiva- 
lent of 4 cents of a dollar. The 
design is of extreme simplicity, not 
to say crudeness; at the top are 
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the words ‘ DANSK—VESTINDIEN’, 
in two lines, at bottom ‘ EFTER- 
PORTO’ and the value in figures 
and the word ‘BIT’ also in two 
lines, leaving room for a_ small 
ornament in each corner; in the 
center are large, white figures on a 
ground of horizontal lines in gray, 
the upper and lower portions of 
the design being in red.’’ 

Postage Due stamps. 

Perforated 13. 

5b red and gray 

20b red and gray 
30b red and gray 
50b red and gray 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, — Our 
correspondent sends us three values 
of the new permanent (?) set from 
this country, and gives a list of the 
colors of the other values. They 
are all of our type A18 the colors, 
alone being changed. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 12. 

se black and orange 
1e black and blue 

2e black and lilac 

5e black and claret 
10e black and green 
20e black and olive 
50e black and dark red 
1p black and gray 


GAMBIA.—Several of our con- 
temporaries note the appearance of 
additional values of the current 
type some being on the old, single 
Crown and C, A. paper, and others 
on the Multiple paper. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
Perforated 14. 
1s 6p green and carmine on yellow 
2s 6p purple and brown 
3s carmine and green 





Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and ©, A. 

5p gray and black 

74p green and carmine 

10p olive-brown and carmine 


INDIA.—Several of our contem- 
poraries note the one rupee stamp 
of the King’s head series sur- 
charged ‘‘ ON H. M. 8.”’ 

Official stamp. 

Watermarked Star. 

Perforated 14. 

slack surcharge. 
lr carmine and green 


Kishengarh.—The London Phila- 
telist adds a new value to the 
current set chronicled by us in 
February. 

Adhesive stamp. 
8a violet 





JAMAICA.—W e quote from Ewen’ s 
Weekly Stamp News: ‘The first 
stamp with Multiple watermark 
from this colony is curiously neither 
of the King’s head nor of the Arms 
design, but is printed from the old 
Queen’s head plate. We under- 
stand that it is likely to have a 
very short life.’’ 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and ©, A, 

Perforated 14. 
3p olive-green 


LEEWARD ISLANDS. — Fwen’s 
Weekly Stamp News notes the ap- 
pearance of the first of the set on 
the new paper. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and ©, A, 

Perforated 14. 
3p violet and black 




















LIBERIA.—Several of our con- 
temporaries note the appearance 
of some of the current series in new 
shades (our Nos. 12, 23, 24 and 25), 
and of the last three with the 
‘**Q. S.”’ surcharge. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Type 87a. 

Perforated 14, 15. 

le light green 

Ye rose and black 
de ultramarine and black 
10¢ light yellow and blue-black 

Official stamps. 

Watermarked Type S7a. 

Perforated 14, 15. 

Surcharged ‘*O, 8.” in red. 
le light green 

Black surcharge. 
2e rose and black 
5e ultramarine and black 


PERU.—We gather from Mekeel’s 
Weekly Stamp News that we have 
omitted to chronicle a recent sur- 
charge from this country. We do 
so now and also two additional 
ones, quoting from the Weekly as 
follows: ‘* The surcharge on the 
*Un Centavo’ stamps is horizontal 
in two lines, while that on the 
‘Cinco Centavos’ is diagonally 
placed in one line.’’ All are upon 
the postal packet stamps of 1897, 
our type PPS. 

Postal Packet stamps. 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
le on 20¢ red 
le on 50e blue-green 
de on 10¢ violet-brown 


ROUMANIA.—The Monthly Jour- 
nal notes the 50b postage due stamp 
on the thin paper with the rose 
back. 

Postage Due stamp. 

Unwatermarked. 

Perforated 11}. 
50b green 
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RUSSIA—Offices in the Turkish 
Empire.—The Pailatelic Record notes 
the appearance of the two high 
values upon the vertically laid 
paper. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Vertically laid paper. 

Perforated 14}. 

Black surcharge (?) 
35p on 33r gray and black 
70p * Tr yellow and black 


ST. CHRISTOPHER. — Mekeel’s 
Weekly Stamp News announces the 
first of the St. Kitts—Nevis set up- 
on the new paper. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and ©, A. 

Perforated 14. 
2}p ultramarine and black 

ST. VINCENT.—Several of our 


contemporaries note an additional 
value upon the new paper. 
Adhesive stamp. 
Watermarked 
and C, A, 
Perforated 14. 
ip violet and green 


Multiple Crown 


SALVADOR. — Meckel’s 
Stamp News reports a new sur 
charge, ‘‘ UN CENTAVO”’ on 2¢ car: 
mine (our No. 351) and their cor- 
respondent, Mr. Hugo Zimmerman, 
comments on it as follows : 

‘** Too bad that the pretty stamps 
are going to be surcharged. Why 
this should have been done is a 
mystery to me because there was 
no shortage of these values as I 
have one letter, dated 4-23, two 
dated 5-1 and one 5-12, paid with 
the new surcharge while one from 
5-8 paid with the regular le green, 
The letters of 4-23, 5-1 and 5-g 


Weekly 
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are from the same firm and all 5 
from the city of San Salvador. 
That does not look as if the le 
green had gone out. I am afraid 
that we will get a deluge of sur- 
charges from now on.”’ 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked 8. 

Perforated 143. 

Black surcharge. . 
le on 2c carmine 


SERVIA.—The Philatelic Record 
notes a new value of the recently 
issued set with the head of King 
Peter. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 11}. 
30p pale blue-green and black 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA, — Several 
of our contemporaries note the ap- 
pearance of two more stamps of 
the current series upon the new 
paper. 


= 





Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and ©, A, 

Perforated 14. 

4p olive-green and black 
2s 6p brown and black 


TRANSVAAL. — Evcen’s Weekly 
Stamp News notes another of the 
current set upon the new paper. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Multiple Crown 
and ©. A. 

Perforated 14. 
23p ultramarine and black 





URUGUAY.—NSeveral of our con- 
temporaries state that the recently 
issued lithographed stamps have 
been surcharged ‘OFICIAL’? in 
sans-serif capitals. 

Official stamps. 

Perforated 11}. 

Black surcharge. 
5m orange 

le green 

2¢ orange 

5e dull blue 
10¢e dark lilae 
25e pale brown 


Cc 


uh 
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Enterprise Philatelic Society ‘London. ) 


On May 17th, the Devonshre House Hotel, Bishopgate Street, E.C., 
was the renue ofthe Fourth Annual General Meeting. Those present 
were Messrs. Lake, Westcott, Ordish, Butcher, Eastwood, Burton, E. A. 
Klaber, Farman, Bignold, G. H. Simons, Tewson, Inkpin, Edwards, 
Harris, and the Hon. Sec. 

The Rey. P. W. Menzies, Barbados, W.1.; and Mr. J. Read, Bur- 
ton, London, E. C., were elected members. 

The Secretary’s report upon the past season’s work was then sub- 
mitted and adopted. Some very remarkable facts were disclosed show- 
ing the extraordinary rate of progress made in all departments of the 
Society during the past eight months. Excellent papers and displays 
have been submitted at the meetings, and every effort will be made by 
the Committee to maintain the present high standard enjoyed. In the 
Exchange Section, sales on the present season’s packets which have re- 
turned from circuit show an average of 17 per cent. on the total value 
of the packets. 

It will doubtless be recollected that a ballot is being taken with 
reference to members’ opinions on the subject of gross v. nett pricing. 
Sufficient replies have now come in to justify the assertion that an over- 
whelming majority in favour of nett prices will obtain. 

A statement of accounts was submitted showing the financial con- 
dlition of the Society to be very satisfactory. There has been a heavy 
expenditure during the season, but it is estimated that a fairly large 
surplus will be carried to 1905-06. 

The Hon. Librarian then made a few remarks upon the working of 
his department, pointing oyt that members are taking an ever-increas- 
ing interest in the literature at their disposal. Although there is now 
a very large number of books, Xc., in the library, attention was drawn 
to the fact that monographs were not at all well represented. Accord- 
ingly it was arranged, on the proposal of Mr. Lake, to open a “‘ Library 
Fund ”’ for the purchase of the desired volumes and to circulate with 
the June packet a subscription list to which members are earnestly 
invited to contribute. The President kindly promised a donation to 
start the Fund. 

The Hon. Librarian proposed a vote of thanks to the following 
gentlemen for donations of philatelic literature—Philatelic Publishing 
(o., Rotherham ; Messrs. East & Co., New Zealand, and Messrs. H. W. 
Westcott, E. A. Klater, W. B. Edwards, B. Se. 

The following officers were elected :— 

President, F. W. Lake, Esq.; Vice-Presidents, E. A. Faber, Esq., 
B. W. Edwards, Esq., B. Se.; Hon. Librarian, Mr. A. H. Harris, The 
Library, Buckhurst Hill, Essex ; Hon. Counterfeit Detector, Mr. H. 
W, Westcott, 11, Dalkieth Road. Ilford, Essex ; Hon. Sec. and Trea- 
surer, Mr. A. C. Constantinides, Woodview, Archway Road, Highgate, 
N.; Committee, Messrs. G. H. Simons, H. P. Harper, H. J. Bignold 
and all the office-bearers as enumerated above. 
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The Devonshire House Hotel, Bishopgate St., E. C., will again be 
the headquarters of the Society. 

The concluding item was the revision of the Rules, and here many 
additions and alterations were made. The subscription has been raised 
from 2/- to 2/6, a small increase which has been considered necessary on 
account of the firm footing which the Society now holds, and the many 
new advantages offered to members. An important alteration was 
made in the Rule 10 to the Exchange Section, which now provides that 
in addition to the ordinary commission of 5 per cent.. an extra 5 per 
cent. will be deducted from the sales of those contributors who do not 
wish to see the packet in which their sheet is circulated. 

New members are cordially welcomed and should apply to the Hon. 
See. and Treasurer A. C. Constantinides, Woodview, Archway Road, 
Highgate, N. 


Birmingham Philatelic Society. 





March 23—Mr. W. F. Wadams gave a display, with notes, of the 
stamps of Northern Nigeria, also showing a number of English stamps 
used there previous to the issue of the Northern Nigerian stamps. Mr. 
Wadams then showed Seychelles in the same way and his extensive 
display of both colonies was still further supplemented by the fine col 
lections of Messrs G. A. Boynton, R. Holliek, T. L. Peck, W. Pimm, 
T. L. Widdoroson, the society and others. 

April 13th, Display with note. Great Britain; Mr. W. Pimm.—With 
the exception of a few unpriced unattainables Mr. Pimm showed all 
varieties in very fine condition. His collection of the rare high values 
and officials was worthy of especial praise. 

May 4th.—The following programme was suggested for next session: 
Oct. 5, Annual Meeting; 17: (Tuesday) Display, Mr. W. B. Avery; 
Nov. 2: Paper, *‘ Turkey’”’ P. T. Deakin; 30: Auction. Dee. 7: Paper. 
Jan. 4, 1906: Lantern Display, Mr. J. A. Margochis. Feb. 1: Display: 
Seychelles: J. W. Heath; Paper, ‘*‘ Greece’? T. W. Morris. March Ist: 
Display, British North America, Mr. R. Hollick; 22d: Display, U. 5. 
A., Mr. H. A. Fulcher. April 5th: Paper, ‘‘St. Vincent’? Mr. W. 
Pimm. May 3rd: Display, African Colonies, C. A. Stephenson. 

The following were unanimously elected members: Miss C. Garrick, 
Rev. R. W. Menzies. H. W. Johnston. Votes of thanks were entered 
on the minutes to the following donors to the Permanent Collection: 
Mrs. Noel Lake, Messrs. W. R. Joynt, G. A. Boynton and to the follow- 
ing for donations to the Library: Wilmot Corfield (‘*Adhesive Fiscal 
and Telegraph Stamps of British India by C. 8. F. Crofton and Wilmot 
Corfield ’’) Scott Stamp and Coin Co., (‘‘ Stamps of Panama,’’) C. A. 
Stephenson. 

In spite of the fine weather the interest in the exchange packets is 
maintained as well as in the winter and the June packets contain some 
very desirable stamps in fine condition, such as Great Britain 1d black 
V.R.; Nova Scotia and New Brunswick Ish, Ceylon imperf., fine mar- 
gins, 8d, 9d, Ish, 2sh, Mauritius, post paid 1d, 2d and hundreds of 
other fine and scarce stamps. 
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When members are going away for their holidays will they be 
sure to give ample notice, say at least a week, to the Hon. Sec. and for 
their own advantage give the approximate date of return. If they say 
they shall be away for ‘ some time’ they will probably be cut off pack- 
ets and put lower on the lists than would be necessary if they mention- 
ed dates. 


The Collectors Club. 


The 121st meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the club 
rooms on Monday evening, June 12, 1905. 

Present: Messrs. Dewing, Gregory and Scott. 

In the absence of all the officers except the treasurer Mr. Chas. 
Gregory took the chair and J. W. Scott acted as secretary. The meet- 
ing was called to order at 8.30 p. m. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
The Treasurer’s report showing a cash balance of $691.32 was approved 
as read. The monthly report of the House Committe was received and 
passed. 

The application of Mr. Ernest Schernikow having been favorably 
passed upon by the Membership Committee was duly elected. 

Adjourned at 9.30 p.m. 

JOHN W. Scott, Secretary pro tem. 


The Johannesburg Philatelic Society. 


A meeting of members of the Philatelic Society was held on Tues- 
day April 18, at the Masonic Temple, Plein Street, Johannesburg, when 
there were present Messrs. M. Neuberger (in the chair), J.C. Hand, 
T. Henderson, M. P. Vallentine, F. H. Ansell, A. J. Cohen, W. P. 
Cohen and J. Glasser (Hon. Secretary). Mr. Hayes presented to the 
society’s collection a 5s. and 10s. Natal, King’s head (used) and a 
Commando Brief, O. R. C. (used). A vote of thanks was proposed 
by Mr. M. P. Vallentine and seconded by Mr. A. J. Cohen. The 
treasurer asked if an auditor could be appointed; whereupon Mr. A. J. 
Cohen kindly consented to act as auditor. Mr. Neuberger said he re- 
gretted that he had to resign his post as chairman and rose, when Mr. 
Vallentine took the chair. Mr. A. J. Cohen suggested that the matter 
should stand over till the annual meeting, which will be held on May 
2, and Mr. Vallentine hoped that he would reconsider his resignation 
by that time. This completed the business. The exhibition of France 
and Colonies was then declared open. Mr. A.J. Cohen exhibited his 
very fine collection of France and Colonies, which consisted of over 
2,000 different specimens, mostly unused, and comprising a great num- 
ber of rarities and inverted surcharges. 

I. GLASSER, Hon. Secretary. 
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Review, 


THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF HAYTI.* 


We have before us another of those small hand-books which it is a 
pleasure for us to review and which must, without any doubt, do a 
great deal to keep up philatelic interest and bring new reeruits to our 
ranks. 

The work under consideration is written in Mr. Melville’s usual 
style which, while full of facts and information of general philatelic 
interest, is so phrased as to be most interesting ree ding to even a lay- 
man. 

His ‘‘ Story of Hayti,’’ is full of interesting and historical informa- 
tion and each series, as it is taken up and described, is so fully annotated 
with facts of such general interest that the reader is apt to forget that he 
is studying the philatelic aspect of the country and, once started, he is 
bound to read on to the end, and to enjoy it, too. 

The dry facts are all there, however, and as the work is fully 
illustrated, even the novice will have no trouble in locating any speci- 
men which he may be in doubt about. 

The paper and typographical execution is good and, altogether, the 
only fault which we can find with it is that one reaches the end all 
too soon. 

Too many works of this kind cannot be written and we sincerely 
hope to have many more chances to review works by the same author 
in the near future.—G, L. T. 


*The—Postage Stamps—of—Hayti | :—By—Fred.. J. Melville.—President of the 
Junior Philatelic Society.—Author of ‘ ‘The A B C of Stamp Collecting” ;—‘ The Post 
age Stamps of Great Britain,” Ete.--London :—Charles Nissen & Co., 77 High Holborn, 
Ws 




















